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Sunderland Partnership Board
Meeting held 16th March 2010, 4.30pm, Age Concern, Bradbury Centre
Present:

Stephen Taylor (Chair)

Sunderland Partnership

Jessica May



Sunderland Partnership

Angela O’Donaghue

City of Sunderland College

Peter Fidler



University of Sunderland

David Walker



Sunderland ARC

Gary Hutchinson


NECC

Toby Sweet 



Sunderland Community Network

Carol Parks



Northumbria Police

Helen Patterson


Sunderland City Council

Tom Smyth



Government Office North East

Cllr Florence Anderson

Sunderland City Council

Rob Lawson 



Sunderland Echo
John Walker



Gentoo
Also Present:

Steve Gowland 


Sunderland City Council

Catherine Auld


International Strategy Group
Lee Cranston


Sunderland City Council

Raj Singh



Child Poverty Board
Apologies:
Dave Pryer



Northumbria Police

Cllr Paul Watson


Sunderland City Council

Dave Smith 



Sunderland City Council
Pauline Piddington


Learning and Skills Council
Peter Walls



Gentoo

Mick Thurlbeck


NECC

	1. Welcome and Introductions
Stephen Taylor (ST) welcomed everyone to the meeting and the above apologies were noted.  ST noted that two long standing members of the Partnership, Pauline Piddington (PP) and Mick Thurlbeck (MT), had submitted apologies to what would have been their last meeting.  ST thanked PP and MT in their absence for their contribution and support to the Partnership over a number of years.
2.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

2.1  Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
3. Connecting the City
Steve Gowland (SG) gave apologies on behalf of Tom Baker. SG explained that there are three main pillars to tackling digital exclusion within the City: Skills and Capacity, Motivation for users to engage with technology and Access.  Access is the primary barrier to people becoming digitally included and is the primary reason that SG asked to attend the Board meeting.

The Council is currently looking at new ways of working and but in doing so recognises that the infrastructure capacity needs to be up to speed.  An audit of ICT is therefore underway with a number of companies in discussion with the Council about the provision of a city wide network.  
SG explained that his purpose in attending the meeting was to raise awareness of the project and current developments in addition to ascertaining whether partners are interested and or willing to explore the potential of a shared infrastructure.
It is recognised that the availability of next generation connectivity for the city is vital to the success of the Economic Master Plan, Software City and the waterfront developments.  SG said that if partners are in support of exploring a shared infrastructure across the City he would propose establishing a cross cutting group to enable partners to take part in further discussion.

Angela O’Donaghue (AO) asked a point of clarification as to whether the council were proposing that they have completely new infrastructure in which case there could be some synergy and benefit to working together. SG agreed to contact AO outside of the meeting.
.

David Walker (DW) commented that if infrastructure is provided across the city it would be of huge benefit to potential investors. DW asked that SG keep Helen Campbell up to speed with developments so that they can be included in Sunderland arc plans where appropriate.

ST asked whether, given the security constraints on the police, there was still potential for them to engage in discussion around infrastructure developments.  SG informed the meeting that there were different levels of security available.  Organisations would be able to share infrastructure but have separate networks.
ST queried whether organisations that are not co-terminus with the city boundaries would be able to benefit from infrastructure developments.  SG said that this was currently under investigation.

4. International Strategy  
Peter Fidler (PF) reminded the Board that this was the third full year in which the International Strategy Group (ISG) has been in operation.  The ISG report on an annual basis to the Board, The Executive Management Team within the Council and Cabinet.  PF stated that when he took over as Chair of the ISG he wanted to ensure that there were tangible outcomes to the strategy and demonstrable benefits.  The report itself illustrates how the International Strategy (IS) contributes to the overall community strategy.  The focus has particularly been on activity which could bring economic benefit and demonstrating an economically vibrant, cultural city to those who visit.
Catherine Auld (CA) presented a report to the Board demonstrating the impact the IS has had over the last year.  There have been significant developments during 2009 in the formalisation of the city’s co-operation with China and generation of related economic and educational opportunities, the development of the local authority’s engagement within the EUROCITIES network in relation to Economic Development, Digital Inclusion and the Environment, and the level and nature of activity related to the international dimension in education within schools across the city.  


Relationships with each of the city’s formal international partners have 

been strengthened during 2009, with significant activity with Washington

 DC, Essen and Saint-Nazaire during the year.   The City Council led a 

creative trade mission to Washington DC, with other creative 

businesses being included alongside glassmakers this year following 
the successful International Glass Exhibition in Washington DC in 2008.  
One Sunderland glass artist won the Renwick Gallery's Award for 

Excellence in Craft (Glass) and as a result of contacts made during the 

event, one of the creative businesses – a ceramicist – was offered a 3 

month residency on the outskirts of Washington DC beginning in 

December 2009.

A new partnership has also been established for an eighteen-month 
economic development project with a South African local authority under 
the Commonwealth Local Government Good Practice Scheme.  

The City’s strategic partnership with the British Council as a key national 
partner in promoting an international dimension in education, which was
initiated in mid 2008, has also been strengthened. The approach 
developed within Sunderland of working strategically in clusters, which 
maximises the impact of those initiatives developed centrally by the 
local authority for children and young people in schools across the city, 
increases opportunities for joint working with the British Council and is 
regarded by them as good practice.


Joint working with regional and national partners in supporting city 
businesses to engage internationally has also continued to be 
developed. This has included significant engagement with the North 

East Chamber of Commerce, ONE, and UK Trade & Investment as well 
as with Sunderland Software City, particularly linked to the city’s co-

operation in China which is a key priority collectively given China’s
importance as a rapidly growing economy.

Rob Lawson (RL) commented that he had been one of the party that had travelled to Harbin in China and felt that Tom Hurst had done a very good job to develop relationships prior to the visit which was excellent.
(JW) asked whether we know how many people were employed in the City due to international links e.g. Nissan?  CA said that she could find out and circulate with the minutes of the meeting.  CA noted that we are still getting enquiries for Inward Investment.  
PF was interested to note what might lie behind the question.  Evidence over the last five years means it is increasingly understood that the future of the city lies in being outward looking, an economy that looks beyond the public sector.  International students were talked about as discreet communities that would return to their home country.  It is now realised that links are made to the region and to any indigenous communities that may be here e.g. the Chinese community.

AO suggested that one of the best exports from the UK is education yet felt that the strategy doesn’t really show this.  AO felt there was room to strengthen the strategy in this area.

Cllr Florence Anderson (FO) said she had very much enjoyed reading the report and the update from PF and CA.  The work is crucial to the city and can not be undertaken by the Council on its own, it must be a Partnership initiative.  FO also commented that she had met a delegation from South Africa at Washington Old Hall who are looking for help in developing their economy.  Whilst it is important that we learn from others it is also vital that we are prepared to assist others and to help developing economies in return.  
Tom Smyth (TS) welcomed the presentation and said that he had been hearing a great deal recently about the International Strategy and had a number of comments to make.  Firstly he felt that comments about the Global recession were limiting and should perhaps be reworded.  Secondly consideration should be given to strengthening the links to the Economic Masterplan.  Thirdly TS thought that we should perhaps be looking to gain recognition for the strategy through CAA or other means as he was not aware of any other authorities or partnerships working on an International Strategy in this way.  Lastly he felt that further resource should perhaps be given to developments with China.
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	4. Local Area Agreement

Lee Cranston (LC) was in attendance for this item and outlined the process that had been undertaken for the Local Area Agreement (LAA) Annual Review with Government Office and the request to Government to revise the targets for several of the priority indicators. 

In particular revisions had been sought for those targets affected by economic conditions and recession.  Targets need to be reasonable and achievable in the current economic climate but they are also linked to the performance reward grant for the LAA.  The report tabled set out the economic context and rational for revising certain targets.
The measurement of the above targets is based on the number of people claiming ‘out of work benefits’.  The following revisions were proposed:
NI152 - working age people on out of work benefits.  An increase in the claimant rate of 0.9%

NI153 - working age people claiming out of work benefits in the worst performing neighbourhoods. An increase in the claimant rate within the 25% worst performing Lower Super Output Areas of 0.3%

NI 116 - Proportion of children in poverty. To maintain the gap between Sunderland and England averages as measured at May 2008 (i.e. 5.9 percentage points) 

NI 171 - New Business Formation rate.  It appears that the new business formation rate has not been significantly affected by the recession therefore the target set in March 2009 should remain unchanged.

NI 154 - Net additional homes provided.  Nationally government offered partnerships the opportunity to revise the target for NI 154 because it recognised that the recession had had a severe and adverse impact on the housing market and house building.    Whilst the recession has had an adverse impact on the level of house building in Sunderland it has perhaps not been as great as in other parts of the country.
More impact has been made by the scale of demolitions in the city which has offset the net increase in housing development.  Demolition is now slowing and Government Office, aware of the Kickstart allocation to Gentoo which should lead to the development of 350 new homes in the next 18months, requested that Sunderland increase its target of 350 net additional homes to be provided.  It is however recommended that the target of 350 net additional homes is retained.
NI 112 - Under 18 conception rate.  Following discussions between government departments and some local authorities it was decided that any area with NI112 in their LAA would be offered the option to take the target out of the consideration of reward grant allocations.  Following discussions with the Director of Public Health it is proposed that the Board accept the offer from Government to remove NI 112 from the LAA for the purpose of calculating the reward grant.
NI117 - 16-18yr olds not in employment education or training (NEET).  The target of 8.4 % in the original LAA was the unadjusted figure.  The definition of the indicator refers to the adjusted figure therefore a request has been made to government to change the target to 8.8%
RL was concerned that taking the target out of the reward grant may result in the very serious problem of teenage pregnancy not being addressed.  JM reassured him that whilst the focus of partnership working over the past few months had been on NEETS the intention was now to apply the same level of scrutiny to the issue of teenage pregnancy.
The proposed revisions to the targets were agreed. 

	

	
	

	6.  Child Poverty
ST welcomed Raj Singh (RS) to the meeting.  RS gave a summation of activities across the city that contribute to child poverty.  He explained that the report circulated is very much intended as an internal Partnership/Council document.  Consultation will begin in June so the document is not yet in the public domain.  
RS informed partners that the Council has a statutory duty to work together with named partners to address Child poverty.  As such the Child Poverty Board comprises a number of partner organisations, RS is presenting the report on behalf of all of those partners not just the Council.
Child Poverty is described in a number of ways within the document in terms of absolute poverty, relative poverty, low income and material deprivation.  

ST suggested that RS present the strategy at the Delivery and Improvement Board to ensure that Delivery leads are aware of the strategy and can ensure that it is reflected within their strategies and delivery plans where appropriate. 
AO asked how partners should feed back comments on the Strategy.  It RS said that he would formally write to partners to ask for comment.  Comments should then be fed directly back to RS.
JW suggested that perhaps it would be beneficial to work more intensively in some deprived neighbourhoods in order to break the cycle of poverty.
ST  reminded partners of the funding awarded to the city through Microsoft and “Britain Works” .  Some of this could potentially be used to support the Child Poverty agenda.

RL suggested that given some of the figures were quite stark in relation to child poverty in the city it would be beneficial to give a proper briefing to the media and to get them more involved.  RL also suggested involving the SAFC Foundation to address issues around lack of aspiration and positive role models for young people.

DW also re-emphasised the links to the Working Neighbourhood Strategy and assumed that discussions were ongoing between the two Boards.   RS confirmed that this was indeed the case.


	RS

RS

	7.  A.O.B
Gary Hutchinson (GH) informed that Board of another potential concert to be held at the Stadium of Light on the 31 May.  It the event did go ahead it would be of international significance and we could expect an audience of over 55,000 people. 

10.  Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting
18th May, 4.30pm, Venue to be confirmed

	


