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This summary provides an outline of key Acts, Bills, White Papers, Green Papers and related items that may influence the wider Partnership. Any views given are those of the Partnership as a whole, any comments or suggestions please contact ;

Andrew Copland, Policy Officer, Sunderland Partnership, 0191 561 1614.

A Bill is a draft law; it becomes an Act if it is approved by a majority in the House of Commons and House of Lords, and formally agreed to by the reigning monarch (known as Royal Assent). An Act of Parliament is a law, enforced in all areas of the UK where it is applicable

Green Papers are consultation documents produced by the Government. Often when a government department is considering introducing a new law, it will put together a discussion document called a Green Paper. The aim of this document is to allow people both inside and outside Parliament to debate the subject and give the department feedback on its suggestions

White Papers are documents produced by the Government setting out details of future policy on a particular subject. A White Paper will often be the basis for a Bill to be put before Parliament. The White Paper allows the Government an opportunity to gather feedback before it formally presents the policies as a Bill.
	Title
	Status
	Date
	Comment
	Contacts/response

	BIS
New Challenges, New Chances: Next steps in implementing the further education reform programme - A consultation

http://www.bis.gov.uk/newchallenges

	Consultation
	August 2011
	This consultation covers the next phase of the government’s plans to implement radical reform of adult learning and skills provision in England.
On 16 November 2010 the Government published two documents which set out a radical new strategy for further education and skills, Skills for Sustainable Growth and Investing in Skills for Sustainable Growth.

New Challenges, New Chances and the associated documents contain proposals to take this strategy a stage further by making detailed proposals in areas ranging from informal adult and community learning to data requirements on colleges.

There is one overall consultation and two more detailed consultations focussing on Further Education loans and informal adult and community learning.

All consultations close on Friday 21 October 2011.
	Feedback invited by 21 October 2011
For your ease, you can reply to this consultation online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/newchallenges.

Or you can respond in writing or email to:

Dr James Cutshall 

2nd Floor, Spur 1 

Department of Business, Innovation and Skills 

1 Victoria Street,

London

SW1H 0ET

Tel: 020 7215 1986 

Email: james.cutshall@bis.gsi.gov.uk

	Cabinet Office

Social Mobility and Child Poverty Review: Call for evidence
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/social-mobility-and-child-poverty-review-call-evidence

	Call for Evidence
	August 2011
	This call for evidence seeks views on the link between child poverty and social mobility. Responses will help inform Alan Milburn's independent review of social mobility and child poverty.


	How to respond

Deadline: 16 October 2011

Online: Call for evidence online question form (opens in a new window)
consultation response word form [RTF]Email: You can repond by using the  and sending it to: milburnreview@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk
Post: You can also post your response to:

Independent Reviewer on Social Mobility and Child Poverty
c/o Sarah Hickey
Cabinet Office
70 Whitehall
London SW1A 2AS

	Dept of Health

Consultation on Allocation Options for Distribution of Additional Funding to Local Authorities: Local HealthWatch, NHS complaints advocacy, primary care trust deprivation of liberty safeguards
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_128429

	Consultation


	August 2011
	This consultation seeks views on options for distributing the new funding for Local HealthWatch, NHS complaints advocacy and primary care trust deprivation of liberty safeguards. The department will allocate this funding subject to the passage of the Health and Social Care Bill.


	Please respond to the consultation using the word document provided. 

Please e-mail your consultation response to scgrants@dh.gsi.gov.uk by 5pm Monday 24th October 2011 


	DCLG
Capital and Assets Pathfinder Programme 2010-11: Position statement

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/19535881.pdf

	Guidance


	August 2011
	This document highlights how local areas can better manage their assets and explains how the government will help. It is intended to stimulate local authority-led action
	

	Cabinet Office
Making Open Data Real: A public consultation
https://update.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/open-data-consultation.pdf

	Consultation
	August 2011
	This consultation seeks views on the government’s proposed approach for a transparency and open data strategy for public services. Responses are requested from citizens, businesses, public services and other interest groups.


	How to respond during consultation 

Online:www.data.gov.uk/opendataconsultation
E-mail: opendataconsultation@cabinet-office.gsi.gov.uk 

Postal: Send a written response to: 

Open Data Consultation 

Transparency Team 

Efficiency and Reform Group, Cabinet Office 

1 Horse Guards Road 

London SW1A 2HQ

	Department for Work and Pensions
Exploring poverty gaps among children in the UK

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/WP103.pdf

	Research


	August 2011
	The purpose of this paper is to use poverty gap analysis to explore the depth of poverty experienced by children of low-income families in the UK.

Measures set out in the Child Poverty Act and in the National Child Poverty Strategy are based on poverty headcounts, i.e. you are either below or above a certain poverty threshold. The most commonly used measure is the 60 per cent relative poverty measure, defined as individuals living in households with incomes below 60 per cent of the median income. The head count does not distinguish between those with incomes just below the poverty line and those deeper in poverty. Policies which improve incomes for those at the bottom of the income distribution will not lead to a fall in measured income poverty, unless incomes are raised sufficiently to cross the chosen poverty threshold, and yet reducing these families’ depth of poverty is highly likely to improve living standards.
	

	DWP

Housing Benefit Reform – Supported Housing
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2011/supported-housing.shtml

	Consultation
	July 2011
	This consultation seeks views on the Government’s proposals to change the way Housing Benefit helps those living in supported housing within the social and voluntary sector with their rent. We are seeking views to inform our policy development as we look to re-design the way in which Housing Benefit helps with the higher rents sometimes faced by those needing support to live independently, such as the elderly or those with disabilities
	The consultation period begins on 19th July 2011 and runs until 9th October 2011

Consultation arrangements 
Please send your consultation responses to: 

Housing Benefit Team (Supported housing consultation)

Department for Work and Pensions

1st Floor

Caxton House

Tothill Street 

London

SW1H 9NA

E mail: HB.supportedhousing@dwp.gsi.gov.uk.

Please ensure your response reaches us by 9th October 2011. 

Please say whether you are responding as an individual, or on behalf of an organisation. If on behalf of an organisation, please make clear who the organisation represents, and how the views of members were obtained.



	Dept of Health

Healthy lives, healthy people: update and way forward
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_129334.pdf

	Update
	July 2011
	This policy statement reaffirms the Government's vision for a new public health system. It sets out the progress they have made in developing the vision for public health, and a timeline for completing the operational design of this work through a series of Public Health System Reform Updates

	

	DCLG

Local Government Resource Review: Proposals for Business Rates Retention – Consultation

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/resourcereviewbusinessrates

	Consultation
	July 2011
	This consultation seeks views on the government's proposals to change the way local government is funded by introducing retention of business rates. It also seeks views on options for enabling authorities to carry out tax increment financing within the business rates retention system.


	The consultation will commence on Monday 18 July and end on Monday 24 October 2011
Please send responses electronically to: ResourceReview@communities.gsi.gov.uk (with attachments in Microsoft Word only)

Hard copy responses can be sent to: Joel Winston, Zone 5/D1, DCLG, Eland House, Bressenden Place, SW1E 5DU

	Home Office
Home Office Research Report 56: Tackling organised crime through a partnership approach at the local level - A process evaluation

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/crime-research/horr56/horr56-summary?view=Binary

	Research


	July 2011
	This report summarises the findings of a process evaluation of 12 pilot sites set up by the Home Office in 2010 to explore how community safety partnerships across England and Wales could be engaged in tackling organised crime at the local level. The pilots challenged traditional police-led ways of working and participants identified a range of potential benefits to working in partnership.


	

	Department of Health
Voluntary Sector Investment Programme: Innovation excellence and strategic development fund 2012-13
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_129140.pdf

	Guidance


	July 2011
	This publication gives details of the the voluntary sector investment programme’s innovation, excellence and strategic development fund. It includes information for voluntary sector organisations to help them decide if this funding stream is applicable to their organisation. It also gives access to answers to frequently asked questions and application forms


	

	DCLG
Draft National Planning Policy Framework

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/1951747.pdf

	Consultation
	July 2011


	This consultation seeks views on the draft National Planning Policy Framework. The framework is part of reforms to make the planning system less complex and more accessible, and to promote sustainable growth. 


	Consultation arrangements

We look forward to receiving comments and views on the draft National Planning Policy Framework and consultation stage impact assessment.

Responses are invited by 17 October 2011. 

To facilitate our analysis of responses, we would request where feasible that you use the internet questionnaire (Survey Monkey) to respond. The internet questionnaire can be accessed via this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KZKH35Z
If you are not able to use SurveyMonkey, you can email or post your response to the address below. 

Responses (or queries about the consultation) should be directed to:

Alan C Scott

Department for Communities and Local Government

Zone 1/H6 Eland House

Bressenden Place

London SW1E 5DU

Telephone: Alan C Scott on 0303 4441665



	Dept of Education
Families in Foundation Years

http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/pdf/s/supporting%20families%20in%20the%20foundation%20years.pdf

	Information


	July 2011


	This publication gives details of the department's plans to support parents from pregnancy until their child reaches the age of five. It sets out the government's strategy to provide a family-friendly environment for all children to grow up in, where families are welcomed and supported, children are safe, and childhood is celebrated and enjoyed
	

	Cabinet Office
Open Public Services

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/open-public-services-white-paper.pdf

	White paper


	July 2011


	This white paper sets out the government’s approach to public services by applying five key principles. Responses are requested from people working in and using public services to help turn high quality, efficient and modern public services into reality.


	

	Home Office

Counter-terrorism strategy
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/counter-terrorism/counter-terrorism-strategy/contest-summary?view=Binary

	Strategy document


	July 2011
	This publication gives details of the government's counter-terrorism strategy. It aims to reduce the risk to the UK and its interests overseas from terrorism. The scope of this revised strategy has been broadened to cover all forms of terrorism
	

	Dept of Education

Consultation on a Revised Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1747&external=no&menu=1

	Consultation
	July 2011
	The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) was recently reviewed by Dame Clare Tickell, Chief Executive of Action for Children. This consultation seeks your view on the Government's proposed changes to the EYFS.
	This consultation is for anyone with an interest in the early years. The Government is keen to hear from parents and carers, managers and staff of nurseries and other pre-school settings, childminders, health professionals, teachers and other practitioners, academics, local authorities and other organisations. The consultation questions address the proposed changes to the EYFS framework.

Consultation responses can be completed online at www.education.gov.uk/consultations by emailing revisedeyfs.consultation@education.gsi.gov.uk or by downloading a response form which should be completed and sent to:

CYPFD Team, Department for Education, Area 1C, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 2GJ.
Launch Date: Wednesday 6 July 2011

Closing Date: Friday 30 September 2011



	Dept of Health

http://www.dilnotcommission.dh.gov.uk/2011/07/04/commission-report/

	Report
	July 2011
	The independent commission, set up by the Government last July, was asked to recommend a fair and sustainable funding system for adult social care in England.

Among the recommendations in the report are:

· Individuals’ lifetime contributions towards their social care costs – which are currently potentially unlimited – should be capped. After the cap is reached, individuals would be eligible for full state support. This cap should be between £25,000 and £50,000. We consider that £35,000 is the most appropriate and fair figure; 

· The means-tested threshold, above which people are liable for their full care costs, should be increased from £23,250 to £100,000; 

· National eligibility criteria and portable assessments should be introduced to ensure greater consistency; and 

· All those who enter adulthood with a care and support need should be eligible for free state support immediately rather than being subjected to a means test. 


	

	Cabinet Office
Early Intervention: Smart Investment, Massive Savings

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/early-intervention-smart-investment-massive-savings

	Report
	July 2011
	The second report from Graham Allen, MP on behalf of HMG on Early Intervention: Smart Investment, Massive Savings.

The first report Early Intervention: the next steps was published in January, it underlined that many of the costly and damaging social problems for individuals can be eliminated or reduced by giving children and parents the right type of evidence based programmes 0-18 and especially in their earliest years.

The second report sets out how we can pay for those programmes within existing resources and by attracting new non government money.

	

	Dept of Justice

Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of Offenders

http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-040311.htm

	Consultation Response
	June 2011
	The Ministry of Justice Structural Reform Plan published in July 2010 set out a commitment to introduce a 'rehabilitation revolution' and conduct a review of sentencing policy.A  consultation set out the resulting proposals which aimed to break the destructive cycle of crime and protect the public, through more effectively punishing and rehabilitating offenders and reforming the sentencing framework 
This is the response to that consultation
	

	Dept of Communities and Local Government
Review of statutory duties placed on local government

http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/tacklingburdens/reviewstatutoryduties/

	Response
	June 2011
	Local authorities are bound by statute. Their functions are set out in numerous Acts of Parliament and many of these functions have associated legal duties. At no point in recent history has there been a comprehensive list of legal duties placed on local authorities. The Government therefore agreed with the Local Government Association that we should compile a list of these duties to give clarity about what these are.

On 30 June 2011, a summary of the responses and the latest revised list of duties were  published. This exercise has successfully enabled a clearer picture of the requirements on local authorities, and created a valuable record that had previously not existed. (See 'Related downloads' below).

The review has now closed. Any future consideration of whether to remove specific duties or associated guidance will be a separate exercise, and we will consult further as appropriate


	

	Dept Business Innovation& Skills
Higher Education White Paper - Students at the Heart of the System

http://www.bis.gov.uk/Consultations/he-white-paper-students-at-the-heart

	Consultation
	June 2011
	The purpose of this consultation is to receive input to the Government’s overall package of proposals for reforming higher education in England, as set out in this White Paper.
The Government has now published its Higher Education White Paper, Students at the Heart of the System. The proposals outlined in the White Paper represent a radical reform of higher education in England and for that reason it is important that all interested parties have an opportunity to comment on our proposals.
	Respond to this consultation

Email : 
HE.consultation@bis.gsi.gov.uk
Write to : 

The Higher Education White Paper team Higher Education Directorate
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

1 Victoria Street
London
SW1H 0ET
Respond online
Open date: 28 Jun 2011

Closing date: 20 Sep 2011



	Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre
Out of Mind, Out of Sight - 2011
Executive Summary - Thematic assessment

http://www.ceop.police.uk/Documents/ceopdocs/ceop_thematic_assessment_executive_summary.pdf

	Report
	June 2011
	In January 2011, the Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) Centre announced it would carry out a thematic assessment of the phenomenon known as ‘localised grooming’1. ‘Localised grooming’ has been the subject of considerable media attention, following the prosecutions of adult males for the grooming and sexual exploitation of children and young people in various towns and cities in the UK.

The purpose of the assessment was to establish whether it was possible to identify any patterns of offending, victimisation, or vulnerability and draw lessons for future action.

This thematic assessment was undertaken with four principle objectives:

Assess the size and scale of ‘localised grooming’ in proportion to the overall known picture of sexual exploitation of children in the UK.

Establish any patterns of offending profile or victim experience.

Assess the effectiveness of processes which might help identify such offending or potential victims.
Recommend action to be taken to reduce the risk in future, including any urgent action that becomes apparent.

This short report summarises the findings, conclusions and recommendations of the full assessment. The assessment can be found on the CEOP website at www.ceop.police.uk
	

	Department of Justice
Data sharing protocol

http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/freedom-and-rights/data-sharing.htm

	Guide/toolkit
	June 2011
	The Ministry of Justice oversees the overarching legislative and non-legislative framework for data sharing across Government. As part of its programme of work, the Ministry of Justice has produced the ‘Data Sharing Protocol’ (DSP).  

The DSP is guidance which aims to provide all government departments and other public sector bodies information and practical help when they start new projects which may involve the sharing of personal data.

It is intended to be a high-level ‘starting point’ for organisations.  It is envisaged that departments will be able to use the guidance, and to change its format to suit their needs and the individual project

The Ministry of Justice oversees the overarching legislative and non-legislative framework for data sharing across Government. As part of its programme of work, the Ministry of Justice has produced the ‘Data Sharing Protocol’ (DSP).  

The DSP is guidance which aims to provide all government departments and other public sector bodies information and practical help when they start new projects which may involve the sharing of personal data.


	

	Equlaity and Human Rights Commission
Consultation on our strategic plan 2009-12

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/

	Consultation
	June 2011
	The Commission has launched the first of three phases of consultation to develop our next strategic plan. The plan will cover their plans and priorities from April 2012 to March 2015 and is due to be laid before Parliament in April 2012. They have designed a strategic planning process at the heart of which is consulting and involving all those interested in their work from start to finish.

Further information on the strategic planning process can be found in at  About the consultation document.
	When you have read the About the consultation document, please fill in the related questionnaire and return it to us by email, or by post to the address below. If you wish to respond to us in a different format or if you require a copy of the questionnaire in another format, please contact our Helpline to discuss your requirements.

· Please send your reply via email to
strategicplanconsultation@equalityhumanrights.com 

· Alternatively, you can post your response to:
Rachel Zaltzman – Strategic Plan
Equality and Human Rights Commission
FREEPOST RRUY-EJHS-CKGT
3 More London
Riverside
Tooley Street
London
SE1 2RG 



	Dept of Health
Government Response to the House of Commons Health Select Committee: Fifth report of session 2010-11: Commissioning
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm81/8100/8100.pdf

	Response
	June 2011
	The House of Commons Health Select Committee published a report on Commissioning under NHS Reforms on 5 April 2011. This Command Paper sets out the Government's response to the conclusions and recommendations in that report. The document is available from The Stationery Office (TSO) website:
	

	Dept of Health
Government response to the NHS Future Forum report
http://www.dh.gov.uk/dr_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_127719.pdf

	Response
	June 2011
	In April, the Secretary of State announced the start of a listening exercise, to pause, listen, reflect on and improve the Government's proposals for modernising the NHS. The listening exercise was led by the independent NHS Future Forum, which published its report on 13 June. The Government announced its initial response on 14 June.

This document sets out the Government's detailed response to the Forum's report. It explains how we will make significant changes to improve our plans, in line with the Forum's recommendations. Parliamentary scrutiny of the Health and Social Care Bill will now follow.
	

	Department of Education

Letting Children be Children - Report of an Independent Review of the Commercialisation and Sexualisation of Childhood
https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/Bailey%20Review.pdf

	Report
	June 2011
	The pressure on children to grow up takes two different but related forms: the pressure to take part in a sexualised life before they are ready to do so; and the commercial pressure to consume the vast range of goods and services that are available to children and young people of all ages.

Reg Bailey, Chief Executive of Mothers’ Union, has led a six-month independent review into the commercialisation and sexualisation of childhood. He calls on businesses and broadcasters to play their part and protect children from the increasingly sexualised ‘wallpaper’ that surrounds them.

This Review aims to assess how children in this country are being pressured to grow up too quickly, and sets out some of the things that businesses and their regulators, as well as Government, can do to minimise the commercialisation and sexualisation of childhood. There are more detailed recommendations in each chapter of the report


	

	Home Office

The Prevent strategy
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/counter-terrorism/prevent/prevent-strategy/

	Strategy
	June 2011
	The Prevent strategy has now been re-focused. It is guided by a number of key principles:
First, Prevent will remain an integral part of the government’s counter-terrorism strategy, CONTEST.
Second, Prevent will address all forms of terrorism, including the extreme right wing.

However, it is clear that Prevent work must be targeted against those forms of terrorism that pose the greatest risk to our national security. Currently, the greatest threat comes from Al Qa’ida, its affiliates and like-minded groups.
Third, Prevent will tackle non-violent extremism where it creates an environment conducive to terrorism and popularises ideas that are espoused by terrorist groups. 
Fourth, Prevent will make a clearer distinction between our counter-terrorist work and our integration strategy. Prevent depends on the success of that strategy. But the two cannot be confused or merged together. Failure to appreciate the distinction risks securitising integration and reducing the chances of our success. 
Fifth, the new Prevent must do much better in evaluating and monitoring progress against a common set of objectives. Money has been wasted. That must stop.

Objectives of the new Prevent strategy

The strategy now contains three objectives, these are to:

respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism and the threat from those who promote it prevent people from being drawn into terrorism and ensure that they are given appropriate advice and support work with sectors and institutions where there are risks of radicalisation that we need to address 


	

	Department of Education

The Munro Review of Child Protection: Final Report - A child-centred system
https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/Munro-Review.pdf

	Review
	May 2011
	When the Secretary of State for Education commissioned this review of child protection in June 2010, a central question was ‘what helps professionals make the best judgements they can to protect a vulnerable child?’.

This final report sets out proposals for reform which, taken together, are intended to create the conditions that enable professionals to make the best judgments about the help to give children, young people and families. This involves moving from a system that has become over-bureaucratised and focused on compliance to one that values and develops professional expertise and is focused on the safety and welfare of children and young people.

The review began by using ‘systems’ theory to examine how the current conditions have evolved. The review’s first report in October 2010 described the child protection system in recent times as one that has been shaped by four key driving forces.

The review’s second report, in February this year, considered the child’s journey through the child protection system – from needing to receiving help – to show how the system could be improved. Extensive consultation on the reform areas set out in that report contributed to the development of this final report


	

	Welfare Reform Bill 2011

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/welfarereform.html

	Bill
	12th May 2011
	On 16 February 2011 the Welfare Reform Bill was introduced to Parliament.

The main elements of the Bill are:

· the introduction of Universal Credit to provide a single streamlined benefit that will ensure work always pays 

· a stronger approach to reducing fraud and error with tougher penalties for the most serious offences 

· a new claimant commitment showing clearly what is expected of claimants while giving protection to those with the greatest needs 

· reforms to Disability Living Allowance, through the introduction of the Personal Independence Payment to meet the needs of disabled people today 

· creating a fairer approach to Housing Benefit to bring stability to the market and improve incentives to work 

· driving out abuse of the Social Fund system by giving greater power to local authorities 

· reforming Employment and Support Allowance to make the benefit fairer and to ensure that help goes to those with the greatest need 

· changes to support a new system of child support which puts the interest of the child first


	The Public Bill Committee will meet next on 12 May 2011. The Public Bill Committee last met on 10 May 2011. The Public Bill Committee will scrutinise the Bill line by line.

The Public Bill Committee is expected to report to the House by 24 May 2011. 

The Bill had its second reading debate on 9 March 2011This Bill was presented to Parliament on 16 February 2011. 

The Welfare Reform Bill Committee is now accepting written evidence. 

Your submission should be emailed to scrutiny@parliament.uk


	Department of Education

A New Approach to Child Poverty: Tackling the Causes of Disadvantage and Transforming Families' Lives
https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/CM-8061.pdf

	Strategy
	April 2011
	This is the Government’s first national Child Poverty Strategy, setting out a new approach to tackling poverty for this Parliament and up to 2020. At its heart are strengthening families, encouraging responsibility, promoting work, guaranteeing fairness and providing support to the most vulnerable.

It is set against the backdrop of the Child Poverty Act 2010, which established income targets for 2020 and a duty to minimise socio-economic disadvantage. This strategy meets the requirement to set out the proposed measures to make progress between 2011 and 2014. It is also set against the backdrop of a Spending Review that placed a very high priority on improving the life chances of children and the protection of vulnerable families, while also making crucial progress in reducing the nation’s fiscal deficit.

The following strategy has been put together across government and covers the period 2011-14, capturing the breadth of flagship policies and reform programmes put in place to tackle poverty


	

	Dept of Energy and Climate Change

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/lc_uk/carbon_plan/carbon_plan.aspx

	Action Plan
	
	The Carbon Plan is a Government-wide plan of action on climate change, including domestic and international activity, which sets out department by department, actions and deadlines for the next 5 years.

The Plan presents ongoing and planned cross-Government action on climate change with specific deadlines providing for both internal accountability and public transparency. Quarterly updates on progress against actions within the Plan are published on the No.10 website.

The Carbon Plan has been published initially as a ‘draft’ that takes account of the first three UK carbon budgets (covering the period 2008-2022), which have already been set. In recognition that the fourth carbon budget (2023-2027) will be set in law in June, an updated ‘live’ Carbon Plan in will be published in October which takes the four carbon budgets into account.


	

	Dept of Health:The functions of GP commissioning consortia: a working document
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_124979

	Guidance
	10th March 2011
	The functions of a GP commissioning consortia: a working document, describes the proposed statutory functions of GP consortia. The document has been developed in partnership with the RCGP, NHS Alliance, National Association of Primary Care, Family Doctor Association and PCT network of the NHS Confederation.

This has been produced in response to requests from GPs and others involved in the development of consortia.

The document sets out: the proposed key statutory duties of consortia (the 'must dos') the proposed key statutory powers (the things consortia have the freedom to do, if they wish, to help meet these duties)  illustrative examples of what this could look like in the future

The document is not intended to be a substitute for the Health and Social Care Bill, but a helpful summary to which GPs and emerging consortia can refer. The illustrative examples will evolve over the coming months to reflect the ideas and learning drawn from pathfinders


	

	Dept of Health:Healthy lives, healthy people: a tobacco control plan for England

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_124917

	Guidance
	9th March 2011
	Healthy Lives, Healthy People: a Tobacco Control Plan for England sets out how tobacco control will be delivered in the context of the new public health system, focusing in particular on the action that the Government will take nationally over the next five years to drive down the prevalence of smoking and to support comprehensive tobacco control in local areas.  
	

	Home Office:Call to end violence against women and girls: action plan
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/crime/call-end-violence-women-girls/vawg-action-plan

	Action Plan/Strategy
	8th March 2011
	This action plan provides an overview of the wide range of actions the government will be taking forward with key partners to deliver its strategy to tackle violence against women and girls (VAWG).
	

	Trade and Investment for Growth

http://www.bis.gov.uk/assets/biscore/international-trade-investment-and-development/docs/t/11-717-trade-investment-for-growth.pdf

	White Paper/Strategy
	9th February
	On 9 February 2011 the Government published the “Trade and Investment for Growth” White Paper which sets out the UK’s strategy.

Trade and Investment Analytical Papers

A series of 18 analytical papers have been produced by the joint BIS/DFID Trade Policy Unit to support the Trade and Investment White Paper and inform the “Trade and Investment Challenge”.

The papers will be published between February and July 2011 and available to download below when published.

http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/trade-policy-unit

	

	Proposals to introduce a Community Right to Challenge: Consultation paper

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1835810.pdf

	Consultation
	4th February 2011
	This document sets out the provisions being made by Government in the Localism Bill to introduce a Community Right to Challenge. It seeks views on the detail of how the Right will work in practice, which will be set out in regulations. It also invites views on what type of support and guidance should be provided.


	For enquiries, and to respond to this consultation, please email

crtchallenge@communities.gsi.gov.uk
or write to:

Community Right to Challenge Consultation Team

Department for Communities and Local Government5/A3

Eland House

Bressenden Place

London 

SW1E 5DU

For more information, please see www.communities.gov.uk


	No Health Without Mental Health: a cross-government mental health outcomes strategy for people of all ages
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Aboutus/Features/DH_123998

	
	2ND February 2011
	The cross-Government Mental Health Outcomes Strategy was launched today.
The strategy’s theme is that mental health is everyone’s business, whether employers, education, third sector or criminal justice and it takes a life course approach covering children and young people, adults to older people, in order to:
· improve the mental health and wellbeing of the population and keep people well, and 

· improve outcomes for people with mental health problems through high quality services that are equally accessible to all.

The aim is to mainstream mental health so that it becomes as important to people as their physical health.

Key to reducing the estimated £105 billion annual cost of mental ill-health to the economy is to intervene early to stop problems developing and to prevent illness through public mental health and well-being actions across the board.  Stakeholder groups are supporting the strategy through an agreed ‘Call to action’.
It will enable more decisions to be taken locally, with people having more choice and information to meet their individual needs


	

	Health and Social Care Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/132/11132.i-v.html

	The Health and Social Care Bill was introduced into Parliament on 19 January 2011.  It takes forward Equity and excellence: liberating the NHS (July 2010) and the subsequent Government response Liberating the NHS: legislative framework and next steps (December 2010), which require primary legislation. It also includes provision to strengthen public health services and reform the Department’s arm’s length bodies

	19th January 2011
	The Bill proposes to create an independent NHS Board, promote patient choice, and to reduce NHS administration costs.
Key areas

· establishes an independent NHS Board to allocate resources and provide commissioning guidance

· increases GPs’ powers to commission services on behalf of their patients 
· strengthens the role of the Care Quality Commission

· develops Monitor, the body that currently regulates NHS foundation trusts, into an economic regulator to oversee aspects of access and competition in the NHS 

· cuts the number of health bodies to help meet the Government's commitment to cut NHS administration costs by a third, including abolishing Primary Care Trusts and Strategic Health Authorities
	The Bill has now been sent to a Public Bill Committee for scrutiny and there is a call for written evidence.

The Committee is able to receive written evidence from Monday 31 January, when the Bill passes the Second Reading Stage; and will stop receiving written evidence at the end of the Committee stage on Thursday 31 March. The sooner you send in your submission, the more time the Committee will have to take it into consideration. The Public Bill Committee is expected to meet for the first time on Tuesday 8 February

http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/health-and-social-care-bill-second-reading-/guidance-on-submitting-evidence-to-a-pbc/


	Creating Growth, Cutting Carbon: Making Sustainable Local Transport Happen

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/regional/sustainabletransport/pdf/whitepaper.pdf

	White Paper
	19th January 2011
	The Local Transport White Paper sets out the Government's vision for a sustainable local transport system that supports the economy and reduces carbon emissions. It explains how the Government is placing localism at the heart of the transport agenda, taking measures to empower local authorities when it comes to tackling these issues in their areas. The White Paper also underlines Central Government's direct support to local authorities, including through the Local Sustainable Transport Fund.


	

	Localism Bill

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1793908.pdf

	Bill
	13th December 2010
	the Six Actions through which the Government intends to deliver Localism, Action 1: Lift the burden of bureaucracy

Abolition of Regional Strategies and targets

Abolition of the Standards Board controlling local councillors

Ending of pre-determination rules preventing councillors acting on local issues

Abolition of Comprehensive Area Assessments monitoring local authority performance

Action 2: Empower Communities to do things their way

General Power of Competence allowing local authorities to do anything not prohibited by law

Community right to buy - saving local assets threatened by closure

Neighbourhood Plans - giving local people the ability to plan development in their area

Action 3:  Increase Local Control of Public Finance

Council Tax referendums giving people the power of veto over excessive increases

Business Rate discounts decided by local authorities

Action 4:  Diversify the supply of public services

Community right to challenge and run local services

Community right to buy  this time by taking over delivery of local services

New rights for staff to take over and run public services through mutual societies

Action 5:  Open Up Government to Public Scrutiny

Local authorities to publish remuneration of chief officers

Local authorities to publish every item of expenditure over £500

More transparency from public bodies on contracts, salaries and staffing

Action 6:  Strengthen accountability to local people

Local referendums, via petition, on issues of local concern

Elected mayors for 12 cities subject to referendums

Elected police and crime commissioners
	There is no white paper consultation process but views can be given via:

decentralisation@communities.gsi.gov.uk


	Modernising Commissioning: 

Increasing the role of charities, social enterprises, mutuals and cooperatives in public service delivery

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/commissioning-green-paper.pdf

	Green Paper
	7th December 2010
	The Green Paper seeks views on four key questions and outlines the Government’s current plans for discussion:

In which public service areas could government create new opportunities for civil society organisations to deliver?

· Introducing payment by results – so payment is linked to outcomes not inputs; 

· Setting proportions of specific services that should be delivered by independent organisations; 

· Introducing new rights for communities to run services.

2. How could government make existing public service markets more accessible to civil society organisations?

· streamlining procurement processes; 

· Improve transparency of public procurement

· Address ways to manage the short term movement towards large centralised contracts

· Launch a contract finder service

3. How could commissioners use assessments of full social, environmental and economic value to inform their commissioning decisions?

4. How could civil society organisations support greater citizen and community involvement in all stages of commissioning?

· enable local civil society organisations and state partners to strengthen working relationships;

· Extend the planned ‘right to challenge’

· Roll out ‘Community Budgets’ 


	Please send submissions to: ocscommissioning@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk; or Public Services Team, Office for Civil Society, Cabinet Office, Admiralty Arch, The Mall, London SW1A 2WH; 



	The Importance of Teaching

http://publications.education.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=CM+7980&

	White Paper
	25th November 2010
	The White Paper also sets out:

· powers for teachers to improve discipline, and trialing a new approach to exclusions 

· a vision for a transformed school curriculum supported by rigorous assessment and qualifications 

· more academies and free schools and a strong strategic role for local authorities 

· changes to school performance tables, Ofsted inspections and governance 

· a fairer funding system including a pupil premium to channel more money to the most deprived children 

· school-led school improvement replacing top-down initiatives.


	

	Skills for Sustainable Growth


	Strategy Paper
	16th November 2010
	Skills for Sustainable Growth’ is a “strategy document” published by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) in November 2010

The strategy highlights:

Apprenticeships as a key way of providing people with the training and skills to find fulfilling employment. 

Level 3 the default level to which people aspire.  

Provision for those who lack basic literacy and numeracy skills will continue to be provided, and the budget for adult and community learning is to be protected. 

Educational Maintenance Allowance, with an annual budget of £560 million, is to be replaced 

For those on out-of-work benefits, the strategy commits the government to continue providing access to labour market relevant training, through the new Work Programme, 

To incentivise the provision of training for the unemployed, the strategy announces the piloting of new job-outcome payments for FE colleges and training organizations.  

The roles of both Sector Skills Councils and the UK Commission for Employment and Skills are to change.

Skills and training providers will also be expected to work with LEPs to ensure their work aligns with the broader economic environment of their area, and LEPs are expected to provide an informal route for perceived failings to be expressed and addressed. However, LEPs will not have any formal powers to direct or control the activities of skills providers.
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	Support and Protection for Elderly People and Adults at Risk of Abuse Bill 
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	Youth Employment Bill 
	08.08.2011


Key Policy Development Dates From 2011 Onwards
Based upon a Wiki available at  http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/12404/wiki/wiki-display.do?backlink=ref&id=9673346
7 May 2015 - Next General Election
May 2014 - London Borough elections
(Picked up at a conference)
From 2014 - Voters to register individually
Instead of via households - more details from LGC.   
September 2013 - Boundary Commission report
As outlined in the Political Reform Draft Structural Plan.
April 2013 - Greater role for local government in health and wellbeing
Full implementation of proposals from Department of Health's Draft Structural Reform Plan.  
From April 2013 - Primary Care Trusts abolished
As outlined in the NHS White Paper, Equity and excellence: Liberating the NHS.  
2012/13 - Strategic Health Authorities abolished
As outlined in the NHS White Paper, Equity and excellence: Liberating the NHS.  
May 2012 - polls for first elected police 'individuals'
As outlined in MJ from Home Office departmental business plan.
2012 – CLG publishes local government resource review
As outlined in Communities & Local Government’s (CLG’s) Draft Structural Reform Plan.
May 2012 – local referenda on city mayors
As outlined in CLG’s business plan - referenda in the 12 largest cities in England, along with “any other” that choose to participate, on that date.  Further info from the business plan and LGC. 
April 2012 - Public Health Service fully established and implementation of enhanced local democratic legitimacy in health and wellbeing 
See Public Health White Paper July 2010 - as outlined in the Department of Health Draft Structural Reform Plan.  Establish 'health premium' rewarding local authorities for tackling health improvement challenges among disadvantaged communities, and targeting public health resources on those with poorest health. 
April 2012 – RDAs and Government Office for London dissolved
As outlined in CLG’s Draft Structural Reform Plan.
April 2012 – Possible second year council tax freeze in England
As outlined in CLG’s Draft Structural Reform Plan.
April 2012 - NHS Outcomes Framework fully implemented, new local authority health and wellbeing boards and Public Health Service in place  
The latter to be led by Directors of Public Health in local authorities.  As outlined in the NHS White Paper, Equity and excellence: Liberating the NHS. 
April 2012 – Local Enterprise Partnerships in place with RDA functions fully transferred 
As outlined in CLG’s Draft Structural Reform Plan.  But see March - September 2011 entry for LGC details to bring this date forward.
April 2012 - Consideration of most approriate framework for local incentives for local authorities to support growth
This includes allowing local authorities to reinvest the benefits of growth into local communities.  As outlined in CLG’s Draft Structural Reform Plan.      
Spring 2012 – first possible Queen’s Speech of coalition government to align with plans for fixed-term Parliaments.
November - provide a veto to prevent supplementary business rates on firms of a majority of firms affected don't give consent
As outlined in CLG’s Draft Structural Reform Plan. 
November - Speed up implementation of individual electoral registration and improve the system of vote registration
As outlined in the Political Reform Draft Structural Plan.
November – Localism Bill and Police Reform & Social Responsibility Bill due to be passed
As outlined in CLG’s Draft Structural Reform Plan and the Home Office's Draft Structural Reform Plan.
Autumn 2011 - Public Health - Further Department of Health consultation papers due on outcomes and commissioning arrangements for health protection and emergency preparedness and response
July – CLG due to report on local government resource review
As outlined in LGC.
July - Bill on fixed-term Parliaments enacted
Set the date of the next general election as 7 May 2015 and legislate to make provision for fixed-term Parliaments of five years.  As outlined in the Political Reform Draft Structural Plan.
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