PCC elections to be held in November 2012 

Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) elections are to be pushed back to November 2012 after the Government tabled amendments to it police reform plans.
Under plans laid out in the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill, the Government was expected to introduce PCCs in May next year. As part of measures to cut costs on expensive election campaigns, it was hoped that the election of PCCs would be held at the same time as local elections.
The Shadow Home Secretary has described the move as “a ridiculous political fudge” which would prove costly to both the public and the police service.
Yvette Cooper said: “Holding elections for US style police commissioners in the depth of November (2011) will substantially increase the extra costs which already stand at £100 million. This is a crazy way to spend money when the police are being cut by 20 per cent. Most people would rather spend the money on 2,000 more police officers than on 40 more Boris Johnsons.”
She added that there are still no checks and balances to prevent political interference in policing and that November elections could also drive down turnout due to winter conditions.
“The Government, Tory backbenchers and Lib Dem MPs need to reconsider this ill thought out and expensive plan,” concluded Ms Cooper.
The Association of Police Authorities (APA) has called for clarification on whether any additional costs arising from electoral costs in November will be met by police authorities adding that the initial estimates of the elections put forward by the Electoral Commission will now almost double.
Rob Garnham, APA chairman, said: “At this stage, this significant change to the Government’s proposals are merely theoretical, as Parliament has yet to vote through though the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill. When this Bill last appeared in Parliament, the House of Lords amended it to take out the directly elected commissioner model and we know both Houses will be debating this reform once again next week.”
However, Mr Garnham added that delayed elections will at least provide “much needed stability” in policing governance in the run up to, and during, the Olympics Games next year, and that the APA remains committed to doing all it can to support what will be one of the biggest policing operations seen in modern times.  
“We are pleased that the government has recognised the huge risks raised by the APA, as the government originally planned to implement its far ranging police reforms at such a sensitive time,” said Mr Garnham.
