





Sunderland was proud to welcome BBC journalist George Alagiah to the city this year as
patron of the Fairtrade Foundation, to describe first hand how the campaign is helping
people across the world.

The visit by the former African correspondent to Thornhill School gave pupils the chance
to hear how the campaign, backed by efforts in Sunderland and other Fairtrade
communities, is helping to improve the lives of communities thousands of miles away in
the developing world.

Mr Alagaih said: “During my time working as a journalist in Africa | have travelled through
some of the world’'s poorest regions, and | have seen first hand how Fairtrade is helping

people in those regions by giving them both opportunity, hope and practical assistance

in their everyday lives.

“Long term support for the campaign is vital if it is to achieve its long term aims, and
raising public awareness is all part of that process.”

George Alagiah’s visit followed that of Fairtrade producer Juan Luis Aviles from El Salvador
and the national campaign bus during Fairtrade fortnight.

The TAIT (The Arts Included at Thornhill) project is an example of how young people in
Sunderland are getting involved with Fairtrade, with school projects and poster design
competitions raising awareness of the campaign across all age groups.



These schools are involved with Fairtrade
through the provision of Fairtrade tuck-
shops or through links with Traidcraft.

Grindon Hall
16 Nookside SR4 8PG

Houghton Kepier School
Dairy Lane, Houghton-le-Spring DH4 5BH

St Aidan’s R.C. School
Willowbank Road SR2 7H]

St Anthony’s R.C. School
18 Thornhill Terrace SR2 7)N

St Robert’s R.C. School
Biddick Lane, Washington NE38 8AF

Sunderland High School
Mowbray Road SR2 8HY

Thornhill School
16 Thornholme Road SR2 7NA

Ryan, of Year 7, said about Mr.
Alagiah’s visit: “I've had lessons on
Fairtrade and now | buy it. It helps
people in Africa. No-one should be
treated differently because of where
they live.”

Fairtrade fact

Fairtrade can improve environmentally
friendly farming practices. The banana
farmers of Coopetrabasur in Costa Rica
now have their own plastic recycling
scheme.
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Jennipher Wattaka is a member of Nasufwa Co-op committee and also sits on the
Fairtrade premium committee.

Jennipher's coffee farm is two acres in size and her 2,000 coffee trees produce a crop of
around S00kg of parchment coffee each year. She works full-time as the parish chief
administrator as well as looking after her family of three boys and three girls aged
between 3 and 15. Jennipher is also studying at evening classes for a qualification in
Public Administration and Management to help her get a promotion. This entails making
the long trip down the mountain to Mbale, returning early the next morning, Her
husband works full-time on the farm and she helps out when she has time.

Uganda is a traditional, patriarchal society in which women are subservient to their
husbands, even though many women traditionally run the family farm or do most of
the work on it. But the women farmers from Nasufwa Co-op are changing that.

They are seen as a successful and positive role model by other local women. They get a
higher income from their Fairtrade coffee and their co-op is making positive changes in
the community.

‘As a woman, being involved with Fairtrade is very helpful. They transport the coffee by
lorry so we don't have to carry it on our backs. We understand the coffee business now
and Fairtrade has taught us how to improve the quality of our coffee. It also helps
women sell their coffee, we have a good market now. Fairtrade is also giving women
freedom of speech. When we are paid we buy what we want and don't have to ask our
husbands and we know how to budget for our household needs. We have tasted
Cafédirect which has our own coffee in it. It was very delicious!
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Choose Fairtrade products...

The Sunderland Partnership
PO Box 100

Civic Centre

Burdon Road

Sunderland

SR2 7DN

www.sunderlandpartnership.org.uk

This information can be made available in large print, Braille, audio
and other languages. Please contact the Sunderland Partnership
on 0191 561 1163 or e-mail sunderland.partnership(q
sunderland.gov.uk

As part of Sunderland’'s commitment to a balanced and sustainable future this guide has
been printed on recyclable post consumer waste. Please recycle it again by putting it in
your Kerb-it box or your paper bank.

All information correct at time of going to press.
Published October 2008.
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Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability, and
fair terms of trade for farmers and workers in the developing world. By requiring
companies to pay sustainable prices (which must never fall lower than the market
price), Fairtrade addresses the injustices of conventional trade, which traditionally
discriminates against the poorest, weakest producers. It enables them to improve
their position and have more control over their lives.

The Fairtrade Foundation is a development organisation committed to tackling
poverty and injustice through trade. The Foundation works with businesses, civil
society organisations and individuals to improve the position of producer
organisations and to help them achieve sustainable improvements for their
members and their communities.

Visit the website of the Fairtrade Foundation at www.fairtrade.org.uk, the UK’s
independent certification body, to learn more about Fairtrade products, producers
and the FAIRTRADE Mark.

Moussa Keita, cotton farmer (Image: Simon Rawles)
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